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CADETS WA 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Youth) [9.07 am]:  I rise to inform the house that the 
Cadets WA program is celebrating its tenth year of success in providing challenging, structured youth 
development opportunities for young people.  The program allows teenagers to learn valuable life skills while 
making friends, gaining work experience and helping their community.  Over the past four months, new cadet 
units have been established at nine schools, including Port Hedland Senior High School, Meekatharra District 
High School and Jerramungup District High School.  The new units take the total number of cadet units to 193, 
and an additional 227 young people have become members of the 6 392 strong program.  Currently the nine 
different cadet types involved in Cadets WA are CALM bush rangers, emergency services cadet corps, surf 
lifesaving cadets, police rangers, Red Cross cadets, St John Ambulance cadets and Navy, Army and Air Force 
cadets.  
Balga Senior High School’s police rangers epitomise Cadets WA.  More than 140 students from various 
backgrounds, including a high percentage of young people of African origin and many indigenous teenagers, 
work as a team, build self-confidence and gain a better understanding of and respect for the role of community 
service organisations.  I recently visited the Phoenix West Vocational College, where I had established a bush 
rangers unit in 2005.  The college currently has 21 enrolled cadets, many of whom had struggled to fit into the 
school system until their exposure to cadets.  Over the past six months they have carried out a range of activities, 
the main focus of which, in collaboration with the Geraldton CALM office, has been the eradication of boxthorn.  
The Geographe Education Support Centre’s CALM bush rangers unit is the first cadet unit comprised entirely of 
young people with a disability.  The unit has 25 cadets enrolled. 
I thank Fiona Lander, the Acting Executive Director of the Office for Children and Youth, and Geoff Hurren and 
Matt Hunt from the Cadets WA program for their contribution to youth development in Western Australia.  I 
acknowledge the members of the Cadets WA reference group for their assistance, and also the instructors and 
leaders, who volunteer much of their time to support our cadets.  I encourage all members to make contact with a 
cadet unit in their electorate, and support the cadets in whatever way they can.  I congratulate the new units on 
their establishment. 
 


